
 
FRIDAY, JULY 23, 2010 VOL. 14, NO. 139 PAGE 1 OF 9

To subscribe, please call MEDICAL DEVICE DAILY™ Customer Service at (800) 888-3912; outside the U.S. and Canada, call (404) 262-5547.
Copyright © 2010 AHC Media LLC. Reproduction is strictly prohibited. Visit our web site at www.medicaldevicedaily.com.

INSIDE: UROPLASTY REVEALS PRICING OF 4M SHARES OF COMMON STOCK ................... 2
NGENIX TO BUY HEALTH INFO SOLUTION PROVIDER PICIS ................................. .3

Don’t miss today’s MDD Extra: Diagnostics

GE seeks better diagnosis
of early stage colon cancer
By AMANDA PEDERSEN
Medical Device Daily Senior Staff Writer

A team of scientists at GE Global Research 
(Niskayuana, New York), the technology development 
arm for GE, has launched a study with Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center (MSKCC; New York) intended to 
better understand the early stages of colon cancer.

“Information is one of the best weapons we have in 
the fi ght against cancer,” said John Burczak, chief scientist 
for molecular imaging at GE Global Research. “With colon 
cancer, we know that not all cases in the early stages of the 
disease are alike. Some are more aggressive than others. 
Through the promise of molecular analysis, we can identify 
those patients at higher risk and help ensure they receive 
the best possible treatment option.”

The goal of the study is to yield new insights that 

NOTES 2010

NOTES goes from experimental 
to investigational with trial
By DIANA TUCKER
Medical Device Daily Contributing Writer

CHICAGO – The initial excitement and big buzz about 
Natural Orifi ce Translumenal Endoscopic Surgery® (NOTES) 
has been replaced with the heavy lifting of entering hard, 
long clinical trials that carefully evaluate the potential 
benefi ts and risks associated with the novel technique. 
The 5th meeting of the Natural Orifi ce Surgery Consortium 
for Assessment and Research® (NOSCAR) was held here 
with exciting news of initial human trials being performed. 
NOSCAR is a joint effort of the American Society for 
Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE; Oak Brook, Illinois) 
and the Society of American Gastrointestinal and 
Endoscopic Surgeons (SAGES; Los Angeles) and was 
founded to provide guidance, oversight, and evaluation of 

International report

First Japanese patient treated 
with Concentric’s Merci Retriever
A Medical Device Daily Staff Report 

Concentric Medical (Mountain View, California), a 
developer of devices for clot removal in acute ischemic 
stroke patients, reported the treatment of the fi rst patient 
in Japan with the Merci Retriever. The Merci Retriever is a 
catheter-based medical device that stroke centers use to 
remove blood clots from the brains of patients suffering an 
acute ischemic stroke.

Nobuyuki Sakai, MD, director, Neurosurgery & Stroke 
Center at Kobe City General Hospital (Kobe City, Japan) 
said, “The Merci Retriever, which recently received Shonin 
approval in Japan, was used in its fi rst case at Kobe City 
General Hospital. I am confi dent that the neurosurgeons 
and neurologists at acute stroke centers will be using the 

Washington roundup

Stupak to pursue shutdown of
DTC gene testing operations
By MARK McCARTY
Medical Device Daily Washington Editor

Companies in the business of providing direct-to-
consumer (DTC) gene testing found themselves in a deep 
hole on a couple of points during yesterday’s hearing in a 
House Energy and Commerce subcommittee, and at least 
one prominent legislator stated that he intends to spur the 
Federal Trade Commission to close down the industry until 
federal agencies have agreed on a reliable set of standards 
regarding the meaning of gene test results.

As the hearing commenced, Rep. Bart Stupak 
(D-Michigan), chairman of the oversight and investigations 
subcommittee, acknowledged that some tests “can detect 
how well some drugs work or whether they will work at 
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AxioMed Spine (Garfield Heights Ohio), a spinal orthopedics company focused 

on the development of products designed to restore spinal function in patients 

with degenerative spine disease by advancing the standard of care beyond 

fusion and first generation disc replacement, said that it has raised $14.5 million 

in two tranches from both current and new investors. The funding will provide 

AxioMed with the ability to complete full enrollment of its IDE pivotal study in the 

U.S. of the Freedom Lumbar Disc, achieve CE mark approval for its cervical disc 

and further expand sales of the Freedom Lumbar Disc in Europe while initiating 

sales of the cervical disc in Europe. 

 


